
WAC 51-51-0602  Section R602—Wood wall framing.
R602.1.1.1 Used sawn lumber. Used sawn lumber identified with a grade 
mark, in good condition and devoid of areas of decay shall be assumed 
to meet the requirements of Section 602.1.1 or shall comply with the 
following:

1. Dimensional lumber not identified with a grade mark that has a 
nominal thickness of 2 inches with a nominal width of 6 inches, or 
less, shall be assumed to be spruce-pine-fir stud grade and shall have 
structural properties assigned in accordance with current adopted 
standards. All other dimensional lumber shall be assumed to be hem-fir 
No. 2 grade and shall have structural properties assigned in accord-
ance with current adopted standards.
R602.9 Cripple walls. Foundation cripple walls shall be framed of 
studs not smaller than the studding above. When exceeding 4 feet (1219 
mm) in height, such walls shall be framed of studs having the size re-
quired for an additional story.

Cripple walls supporting bearing walls or exterior walls or inte-
rior braced wall panels as required in Sections R403.1.2 and 
R602.10.9.1 with a stud height less than 14 inches (356 mm) shall be 
continuously sheathed on one side with wood structural panels fastened 
to both the top and bottom plates in accordance with Table R602.3(1), 
or the cripple walls shall be constructed of solid blocking. All crip-
ple walls shall be supported on continuous footings or foundations.
EXCEPTION: Footings supporting cripple walls used to support interior braced wall panels as required in Sections R403.1.2 and R602.10.9.1 shall be 

continuous for the required length of the cripple wall and constructed beyond the cripple wall for a minimum distance of 4 inches and a 
maximum distance of the footing thickness. The footings extension is not required at intersections with other footings.

R602.10.10 Cripple wall bracing. Cripple walls shall be constructed in 
accordance with Section R602.9 and braced in accordance with this sec-
tion. Cripple walls supporting bearing walls or exterior walls or in-
terior braced wall panels as required in Section R403.1.2 shall be 
braced with the length and method of bracing used for the wall above 
in accordance with Tables R602.10.3(1) and R602.10.3(3), and the ap-
plicable adjustment factors in Table R602.10.3(2) or R602.10.3(4), re-
spectively, except the length of the cripple wall bracing shall be 
multiplied by a factor of 1.15.

Where gypsum wall board is not used on the inside of the cripple 
wall bracing, the length adjustments for the elimination of the gypsum 
wallboard, or equivalent, shall be applied as directed in Tables 
R602.10.3(2) and R602.10.3(4) to the length of cripple wall bracing 
required. This adjustment shall be taken in addition to the 1.15 in-
crease.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 20-21-041, § 
51-51-0602, filed 10/13/20, effective 11/13/20; WSR 20-03-023, § 
51-51-0602, filed 1/6/20, effective 7/1/20; WSR 16-03-025, § 
51-51-0602, filed 1/11/16, effective 7/1/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 13-04-068, § 
51-51-0602, filed 2/1/13, effective 7/1/13. Statutory Authority: Chap-
ter 19.27 RCW. WSR 10-18-036, § 51-51-0602, filed 8/25/10, effective 
9/25/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 
10-03-098, § 51-51-0602, filed 1/20/10, effective 7/1/10. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 19.27.190, 19.27.020, and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. 
WSR 08-01-102, § 51-51-0602, filed 12/18/07, effective 4/1/08. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 19.27.074, 19.27.020, and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 
RCW. WSR 07-01-090, § 51-51-0602, filed 12/19/06, effective 7/1/07.]
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